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EDITOR'S CORNER 


It’s hard to believe we are already 
celebrating the 2nd Anniversary of 
Wrestling's Main Event, After all, today 
the sport of wrestling is not only popular 
with men and women from coast to 
‘coast but around the world, as well. Our 
first issue was published in June 1982 
and since then we have covered the 
latest, up-to-the minute happenings in 
the world of professional wrestling. On 
the pages of WME we have reported all 
Of the title changes in the NWA, AWA. 


Cover of our first issue, June 1982. 


and WWF. and we havealso featured all 
Of the top stars in the sport as well as 
many of the up and coming stars, We 
have traveled to many areas of the coun- 
try and featured in-depth reports on the 
various alliances and regions. In addi- 
tion, we have presented the stars as they 
are out of the ring and away from the 
arena. 

But then all of this is familiar—not to 
mention expected of our readership. In 
the future we will continue to give 


coverage to all of the happenings in the 
‘world of professional wrestling. And, of 
couse, if thereis anything you would like 
to see in the upcoming pages of WME, 
do let us know. We hope you enjoy our 
special giant pull-out anniversary poster 
on the sensational Billy Jack 

Forging into our third year at WME, 
we will continue to give our readership 
the coverage they expect; Action photo- 
graphs and exclusive, in-depth reporting 
on the World of Professional Wrestling, 
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LETTERS 


Send Your Letters To: 
WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT 
Pumpkin Press, Inc. 

(Dept. LT) 

380 Fifth Avenue, Rm. 6204 
New York, N.Y. 10118 


Let Us Know What You Think! 


WWF NEEDS A DOSE OF and I'd just like to say that all WME was VEIL OF TEARS 
ABDULLAH AND TAMBA doing is giving everybody out there a I'm glad that Backlund lost his title 
would just love to see Abdullah the chance to express their views. If Mr. because he’s one big cry baby. I'm not 
Butcher and the Wild tambacometothe Zaccarodoesn't like Mr.Snuka that’s his saying that I like the Sheik. I'm glad 
WWF. These two mat mammoths business, I can’t believe that Ms. Scar- Hulk Hogan beat him. I'm just saying 
Would leave a trail of battered bodies poni would stoop so low as to putting every time something goes wrong for 
such as those of Bobby Backlund, Ivan down the quality of this brilliant Backlund he starts to cry. For example 
Putski, Tito Santana and Tony Garea magazine, So just like to say Ms, Scar- when Billy Graham destroyed his belt he 
during their stay in the WWE. My opi-poni you may be the first person I've cried and when Eddie Gilbert got hurt he 


nionisthe WWFisboring. Itneedssome written in about but you won't be the cried again, Then when he finally lost his 
action preferably that supplied by Tam- fast belt he cried once mo 

ba and Abdullah and possibly Dusty Michael Greer Michaeb Kelliber 
Rhodes, Uniontown, PA Brockton, MA 


Christopher Lorino 


THE KING'S A PRINCE 
In WME's April issue Stephanie Vest 
said some ridiculous things about King 
Kong Bundy. I disagree. He doesn't 
stink. He's a great man. Don't be 
ridiculous saying your old grandma 
could Body Slam him or your 60 
pounder could bet him. Even when he 
was a rule breaker you had to give him 
credit for being a great wrestler who 
never lost, Think again Stephanie before 

you ridicule a great wrestler. 
George Rhein 
North Babylon, NY 


ACONCERNED FAN 

I recently read the letter that Cara 
‘Scarponi wrote in your April issue at- 
tacking you for publishing Steve 
Zucarro’s letter lauding Lou Albano 


‘Abdullah the Butcher 
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WME—TRUE WRESTLING FAN? 
would just like to say I think WRES- 
TLING'S MAIN EVENT is the best 
wrestling magazine around, The color 
photos are the greatest. I buy your 
‘magazineevery month, Sometimes I just 
ccan’t wait for the next issue to come out. 
T think anyone who puts down this 
‘magazine is not a true wrestling fan. 
RB. 
Kenosha, Wis. 


LLY JACK FAN #1 
Billy Jack is the wrestling superstar 
and one of the best around.at that. After 
being in the Florida scene for only a 
short whilte, he has become a fan 
favorite. 1 respect your publication for 
your feature on him in your February, 
1984 issue, but that was only a short de- 
scription of his many talents and accom- 
plishments. I think a color centerfold of 
him in one of your issues would help 
alot. I'm not saying that your magazine 
is brought only for its centerfold, but 1 
think people will take him more serious- 
ly if they see him in a color centerfold in 
your magazine. It would catch their eye. 
“Maybe even a story about his tense feud| 
With Kendo Nagasaki, but a centerfold| 
‘would be greatly appreciated. 

Eddie dePasquale| 
Fi Lauderdale, Fla 


Ed Note: We aim to please. Billy Jack is| 
featured in our centerfold in this issue, 
‘accompanied by an in depth article, 


LATIN FIRE 
First I'd like to say that WME is the 
best magazine published today. AlsoI'd 
like to say that Tito Santana is the great- 
est wrestler today. When Santana won 
the Intercontinental belt from Don 
Muracoiit must have madle Muraco mad| 
and humiliated. 1 was laughing when| 
Muraco said, “the ain’t gonna win this 

belt from me."* 
T'dliketodirect this comment straight 
toMr, Beach Bum himself: Mr. Beach 
Bum Tito Santana won that belt and you 
can’t and won't getit back, so Mr. Don| 
‘Muraco wake up and smell the coffee 
and face the fact no matter where you| 
wrestle Tito Santana, you won't win the} 

intercont, belt from him. 

Sam Pritts 
Akron, Ohio] 


THE DEBATE CONTINUES 

I would appreciate your publishing 
this open letter from me to Cara Scar- 
poni. You may recall that Cara's letter 
concerning my views about Louis 
‘Albano and punk Sauka appeared in the 
April ’84 issue of WME. 


Dear Cara, 

‘Thank you for responding to my let- 
ter, L am always interested in the opi- 
nions of other wrestling fans, no matter 
how wrong they may be. How in the 
world can you idolize a washed-up bum 
like Snuka and overlook the genius of 
the great Captain? Before he was brain- 
washed by the always-devious Buddy 
Rogers, even Snuka followed the Cap- 
tain's sharp intellect. Tell me, what kind 
of talent does it ake to jump off the top 
rope like an uncivlized animal? Ifnot for 
athletes like Albano, vermin like Snuka 
‘would rag the sport of wrestling down to 
their own hideouslevels. Andas for Don 
Muroco (or the “beach bum" as you 
called him): who won the steel cage 


match in Madison Square Garden? 
(And won it fairly, | might add,) I hope 
‘you will weigh the evidence and come to 
the rational conclusion that the Captain 
and his stable or wrestlers are the best 
that Pro Wrestling has ever seen. 
Steve Zuccaro 
Tappan, NY 


OPEN LETTER TO THE VON 
ERICHS 
{ think that all of you are the greatest 
wrestlers of all times.You have been 
taught by the best, You deserve the 
World Heavyweight tile, I hope some 
day that you, Kerry or Kevin will win 
that title for the sake of the Von Erich 
family and your brother David. After all 
that was the one thing he most wanted, 
Each time you try forthe ttle you come 
so clare, But keep on trying because one 
of these days Ric Flair is going ro runout 
of tricks to pull. After all you need skill 
to win the ttle. 
‘Timbie Melntosh 
San Antonio, Texas 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


€ would like to welcome 
everyone to another edi 
tion of Wrestling’s 
MAIN EVENT. Since 
‘our last issue the big news still centers 
ound AWA champion Jumbo 
Tsuruta, The Japaneseace has been very 
busy defending his newly won title all 
over the globe and his hold on the ttle 
Seems secure at present. Meanwhile 
WA World's champion Ric Flair has 
also been very busy traveling around the 
world in defense of his crown, The sen- 
sational Flair has proved t0 be a true 
fighting champion defending his title 
against the top wrestlers in the world 

Will Bob Backlund ever regain the 
WWF title? That's the question on 
everyone's mind but with the Hulk hold- 
ing onto the top spot Backlund’s 
chances unfortunately appear slim to 
none 

Ronnie Garvin is the new World's 
Television Champion by virtue of his 
victory over Jake Roberts in 
Baltimore 

The New" Fabulous Ones, Tommy 
Rich and Eddie Gilbert are ‘the new 
AWA Southern tag team champions 

Rick Martel recently battled Dino 
Bravo in Montreal and surprisingly the 
fans sided with Bravo. Verne Gagne has 
been serving as Martel’s manager in 
Montreal and the great Gagne has been 
grooming Martel for a possible AWA ti 
tle bout 

‘Ox Baker is now wrestling in the 
Memphis, area 

The NWA stars have been turning out 
in mass on the cards in St. Louis and 
Kansas City, Every top NWA wrestler 
hhas been appearing on the big super 
cards in both the Kiel and the Kenpen 
Arena. 

The Brisco’s Jack and Jerry are once 
again the proud owners of the NWA 
World’s tag team belts by virtue of their 
victory over Wahoo McDaniel and 
Mark Youngblood in Greenville. 

Ivan Koloff has been feuding with the 
Moscas in the Mid Atlantic area 

AWA Southern champion Jerry 


The Sheepherders are the craziest duo in wrestling. 
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Kendo Nagasaki is still feuding with Billy Jack. 
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Jumbo Tsuruta has Cowboy Ron Bass trapped in an Abdominal 


y) 
j 
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Junior Heavyweight champ Les Thorton is known as the man 
of a thousand holds. 


Lawler recently had a falling out with 
Joe LeDuc in Memphis. 

The sensational Billy Jack continues 
to be the number one fan favorite in the 
Sunshine state, Billy Jack is now the 
Florida Heavyweight Champion by vir- 
tue of his victory over Kendo 
Nagasaki... 

The santanical Kevin Sullivan has 
assembled quite a collection of charac- 


ters in his attempts to topple Dusty 
Rhodes in Florida 

Rip Oliveris the top manin the Pacific 
Northwest. Wahoo has done extremely 
wel in singles and tag team bouts and 
has proven to be one of the best grap- 
plers ever to wrestle in the Northwest 

Brad Armstrong continues to defend 
his National heavyweight belt against 
every top wrestler in the country. 


ly Armstrong defeated tough Larry 
Zbyszko in a wild bout in Baltimore to 
hold onto his National belt 
WWF Intercontinental champion 
Tito Santana has been challenged by 
Ir. Wonderful’ Paul Orndorff 
throughout the WWF area, . 


Carlos Colon is now the 
Universal Champion. 


King Kong Bundy, the 450 pound new 
found hero, has been chasing the Road 
Warriors all over the WCW territory 


Kerry Von Erich hopes to topple Ric 
Flair for the NWA World’s heavyweight 
title, Kerry will have his chance in Texas 
Stadium on May 6, Maybe the popular 
Kerry will be the one to knock Flair from 
the top spot 

Tully Blanchard now holds the Mid 
Ailantic Television title, Since arriving 
in the Mid Atlantic area Blanchard has 
turned off quite a few people with his 
cocky ways. 

Killer Brooks holds the Southwest 
Heavyweight tite by virtue of his victory 
over Scott Casey in San Antonio, Texas. 

Also in the Southwest The Sheep- 
herders are still the most despised duo in 
the area. The wild New Zealanders have 
really aggravated the fans as well as the 
wrestlers with their crazy, uncon- 
trollable ways 

“The Soul Patrol,"" Rocky Johnson 
and Tony Atlas, are now being chal- 
enged by Dick Murdock and Adrian 
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‘Adonis in the WWE area, 

“Rowdy” Roddy Piper is now man- 
aging Paul Orndorff, David Schultzand 
Big John Studd in the WWF area and is 
causing quite a ruckus with his wild 
ways, 

Mr. Wrestling is now despised in the 
Mid South area. II turned on Junk Yard 
Dog during battlein the Mid South and 
has now become one of the most hated 
‘men ever to appear in the area 

By the way the Junk Yard Dog is now 
wrestling in the Mid Atlantic area where 
he has teamed up with the “Boogie, 
Woogie Man,"" Jimmy Valiant 

The Fabulous Ones are wrestling in 
the AWA area, The Fabs are hoping to 
get a match against the Sheiks, Ken 
Patera and Crusher Blackwell, for the 
AWA belts 

J.J. Dillon recently teamed with Jerry 
Lawler in Memphis and the Dillon- 
Lawler combination defeated Randy 
Savage and Jimmy Hart in a wild 
brawl 

The Masked Superstar has chall 
the Spoiler 10 a 
match, This should be one 6f the wildest 
confrontations of all time. 

The Fabulous Freebirds continue to 
be the top combo in the World Class ter- 
ritory. By the way Freebird, M 
Hayes is now a rock star. His band is 
rapidly climbing up the charts all over 
Texas and throughout the Southern 
states as well 

Brian Blair has looked very sharp in 
recent appearances in the WWE 
The big news on the East Coast is the 
sensational card that the WCA, the Mid 
Altantic and Capital Sports promotions 
have planned for the New Jersey 
Meadowlands. The “Night of Cham 
pions" will take place on May 29 in the 
Brendan Byrne Arena and practically 
every top NWA star will appear. Al- 
ready scheduled to appear are the Road 
Warriors, King Kong Bundy, Les Thor- 
ton, Carlos Colon, ElGran Apollo, Tul- 
ly Blanchard, Jay and Mark Young- 
blood, Wahoo Mc Daniel, the Briscos’, 
Jake Roberts, and the NWA World 
champ, Ric Flair. This should bea super 
night of wrestling anda full feature story 
on this great card will appear in the next 
issue of Wrestling Main Event. We hope 
you will enjoy this special anniversay 
issue and look for us on your newstand 
again next month. o 
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Sergeant Slaughter 
The People’s Choice 


ergeant Bob Slaughter is 

‘without a doubt the most 

popular wrestler in the 

World Wrestling Federation 
today! More popular than Superfly 
Snuka, Tito Santana, Tony Atlas and 
even the new champion, Hulk Hogan. 
What follows is the incredible account 
of the events that changed the fans view 
of Slaughter. 

Many people believe that Slaughter is 
the toughest man in the sport today 
Besides, he’s also the meanest. Men like 
Abdullah the Butcher or Nikolai 
Volkoff may be brutal but the Sergeant 
has a control over his meanness that 
always has given him the edge. He's an 
ex-Marine corp drill instructor who 
doesn’t know the meaning of the word 
quit. Heis totally geared to victory atall 
costs, no matter what the odds. 

Many people feel that it was the 
Sarge’s incredibly brutal contests 
against Backlund last summer that led 
to the downfall of the now ex- 
champion. At the time Backlund cut off 
all his hair and began calling himself 
“Private."* Slaughter’s psychological 
warfare had worked. He “broke” 
Backlund’s spirit. Although he was 
unable to win the title, the Sarge con- 
tributed to Backlund’s eventual demise 

Throughout the entire career Set. 
Slaughter has always been hated but 
now the fans really love him. They used 
tochant “Gomer” (the ultimate insult 
to any Marine) and boo whenever he 
entered the ring. Now they stand, cheer 
and wave American flags chanting 

‘USA, USA” whenever he is intro- 
duced. On several occasions Slaughter 
has even grabbed the ring microphone 
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By R.D. D’Ariano 


area, and as everyone knows the Sheik 


won the title from Bob Backlund, 
“Leouldn’t care lessabout Backlund, 
I neyer liked the wimp," began 
Slaughter but I couldn't stomach that 
bald Iranian waving the flag with Kho- 
meinjonit, yelling Iran is number one! 
At first I thought of leaving the area, 
but then I decided I had a duty to per- 
form. I had to stand up for everything 
1 believed in, for the United States of 
Americ 
en though Hulk Hogan won the 
belt from the Iron Sheik this didn't 
change Slaughter’s view of the man. A 
little while later the Iron Sheik had a 
{match just before Sgt, Slaughter’s 
jgscheduled bout. As the Sheik and his 
}2 manager Ayatollah Blassie were leaving 
Bthering, heading for the dressing room. 
Slaughter began his way towards the 
ring. There they stood eye to eye, face to 
face. A verbal confrontation began, 
“Out of my way American pig,” 
yelled Sheikh, 
1 know you're not tall 
replied Slaughter. 
“Out of Iron Shei 
Swine. 
“Shut up you bald headed maggot.”* 
‘Out of the way for Iron.” 
“The USA backs down from no 


Ex Marine drill instructor 
Sgt. Slaughter barks orders 

at the press. ing tome!" 
and led the crowd in saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

What prompted this change in the 
fans attitude towards the Sarge? First 
and foremost the untimely death of his, 
manager, The Grand Wizard last Oc- one. 
tober. The Grand Wizardhad complete At this point the conversation 
control overall of Slaughter’s business became too heated to reprint and the 
decisions. When the Wizard died, how- men nearly went at it right there had it 
ever, Slaughter seemed lost. Although not been for Fred Blassie ushering the 
his wrestling style didn't change, inthe Sheik past Slaughter into the safety of 
dressing room he was often silent, sit- the dressing room. Round one, astand- 
ting off toa comer by himself observing off. 
the scene. Around this time Freddie A few weeks later newcomer Ken 
Bassie brought the Iron Sheik into the Duggan wasin the ring. Finally his op- 


s way, Yankee 


‘Slaughter still maintains his Marine bearing. 


Bre aad MALL 
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‘Slaughter applies a Neck Breaker 
to former Intercontinental Champ 


‘Slaughter has a Headlock on his old nemisis, Bob Backlund. 


ponent the Sheik and his manager Blas- 
siearrived. Seconds later however, Szt 
Slaughter showed up. The fans were on 
their feet while another heated exchange 
took place. This time in center ring. 
Slaughter and the Sheik were nose to 
nose screaming at each other. The 
referee stood between themas Slaughter 
challenged the Sheik to take a swing at 
his jaw. Finally the referee managed t0 
get Slaughter out of the ring. Slaughter 
fumed as the Sheik waved the Iranian 
flagin theair. Afterthe bout which the 
Sheik won easily, Slaughter was livid 
and called Fred Blassie a traitor to the 
USA! The Sarge said he had had it and 
immediately challenged the Sheik t0 a 
match “ifhehad the guts.” Round wo, 
standoff 
After much haggling the bout was 
signed. Both men entered the ring with 
the Sheik waving the Iranian flag and 
Slaughter waving the American flag 
The fans were on their feet cheering the 
Sarge. As Blassic held the flag featuring, 
Khomeini, the Sheik got down on his 
es and bowed in respect to his 
leader. Butas soon as Slaughterturned 
tohand the American flag to the ring at 
tendant it happened! The Sheik imme- 
‘The Sarge continues to punish Morales. diately attacked Slaughter from behind. 
The American went down and Sheik 
delivered a series of kicks to the 
Marine's head. He then took off 
Slaughter’s belt and whipped him with 
it, The fans were outraged. Slaughter 
was humiliated, Finally the Sarge got* 
his wits together. He got to his feet and 
went after the Sheik, but the coward 
ran. He and Blassie had made a quick 
bee-line to the dressing room leaving 
Slaughter livid and frustrated, begging 
for the Sheik to return, But he did not 
Spies report that Blassie and the 
Sheik immediately grabbed their over- 
coats and left the arena without shower- 
ing or changing their clothes. When 
Slaughter finally arrived in the dressing 
room area and found that Blassie and 
the Sheik had already disappeared he 
was furious. He destroyed a wooden 
bench and pulled a sink out of the wall 
before several wrestlers restrained him, 
“[veseen alot of things,”’ began Ivan 
Putski. “But Ihavenever seen a manas 
angry as Slaughter was that night."" 
Slaughter hasn’t changed his wrestl- 
ing style, nor his political beliefs one bit 
but based on the above mentioned 
events the Sarge has given up wrestling, 


‘Slaughter admonishes the heckling fans. 
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‘Slaughter has Morales caught in a Headlock. 


strictly for monetary gains and now sportand finally whentheyareoverone Sergeant Slaughter 100% something he 
wrestles forthe USA. Many feelthat his of thesetwo men, ifnot both will never has never had going for him before, as 
future battles with the Iron Sheik will be wrestle again. Slaughter now wrestles for truth, justice 
the most brutal in the history of the Rest assured, the fans are b and the American way a 
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King Kong Bundy 
Can he survive 
as a fan favorite again 
or does he really want to 


he crowds deep and resounding 


chant of “Bundy, Bundy" is 
not something for which Kong 
set his sights on and went out to 

win. In fact, it's not even something 

Which he entirely welcomes or trusts 

Bundy had been a favorite with the 
fans. He began his professional career 
asa favored son under the guidance of 
the Von Erichs. “It got me nowhe 
confesses Bundy. Just as quickly 
accept and cheer you, is how fast you 
can find yourself on the other end. They 
couldn't seethat I was being ripped off 
and usedl and it wasn’t something they 
would have believed or understood 
anyway."* Bundy’s reasons for striking 
out against the Road Warriors and Paul 

lering are his own, He has not set out 
‘ona mission tori the sport ofthese bad 
guys, But logic tells us that he will more 
than likely be required to go through 
more members of the Legion of Doom 
than just the Warriors before he canex- 
act the justice he feels due him, 

For those who don’t know what ig- 
nited this feud, I'll bring you up todate 
Paul Ellering was talking with commen- 
tator Gordon Solie on a national 


telecast of World Championship 


Wrestling. The word has it that Paul 
didn’t know they were on the air. (There 


By Phyllis Puckett 


telligence of Bundy were very 
derogatory, and it was al piped right in- 
to the dressing rooms via TV monitors. 
King Kong didn’t miss a word. 

‘Nobody can say things like that and 
get away with it”, growled Bundy. His 
ext move was as predictableas the sun 
setting in the west, Bundy stormed from 
the locker rooms and onto the set likea 
charging bull. He promptly grabbed 
and threw Ellering into the ring. Bundy 
may have been able to handle the next 
not so surprising event but even at his 
towering six foot inches and 
substantial 430 pounds it would have 
been an extraordinary feat when animal 
and Hawk rushed to Ellering’s defense. 
All three men began to tear at Bundy. No 


five 


‘are those who say that being the kindof = 


individual he is that it wouldn’t have 
mattered whether he knew or not. Then 
again what could hisunderlying motive 
be for intentionally incurring the wrath 
of someone as big and as powerful as, 
Bundy?) The remarks being made by 
Ellering in regard to the size and in- 
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King Kong Bundy is now 
a favorite of kids. 


‘matter what may have been Kong's own 
tactics and attitude before that mo- 
ments he was now being triple teamed 
and to some those odds were far from 
even, Pez Whatley and Sweet Brown 
Sugar came to Bundy’s. assistance 
quickly scattering Mr. Ellering and his 
Warriors 

That one hour show has forced King 
Kong Bundy to move his suitcase from 
shall we say dressing room A down the 
hall to room B. He no longer travels in 
the company of the same men, Bundy 
is, toall appearances, a reformed man, 
But that is not entirely how he feels 
about the situation, “I haven't really 
changed. The men in the opposite cor- 
ner are just different. I'm not doing this 
for any kind of points or to bea hero. 1 
just want to get back at Elleringand the 
Warriors. Ellering forced me into this 
position but that’s alright, I get along. 
fine where Lam, Besides, these guys are 
just as anxious to be rid of Ellering and 
the Warrior as am now. Ellering needs 
tolearn that if he’s going to shoot off his, 
mouth, he ought to makesure it’sload- 
ed first. 

King Kong Bundy is no amateur in 
either the techniques of scientific wrestl- 
ing or barroom brawls. He’s mixed it up 
with the best and the worst of them. He 
held the prestigious title of All 
American in high school wrestling. 
After graduating he spent time as a 
bouncer in New Jersey's Atlantic City 
before traveling the road to Texas where 
heagain became involved in wrestling. 
This time as a professional. 

Bundy began his career under the 


Bundy and Wahoo McDaniel are a formidable duo. King Kong Bundy takes on both Road Warriors. 


Bundy is a stoic figure. 


‘Bundy powers precious Paul into the ring, 


direction of the Von Erichs. That 
association, ran into some 
troubled waters; each faction losing its 
usefulness for the other. And with his 
separation from the Von Erichs came 
his separation from the fans. “I don’ 
think it’s who you are that matters to 
them (the fans) it's who's in the other 
corner.”” King Kong was then briefly 
under the management of Gary Hart 
Briefly —because it didn’t take him long 
to figure out that Hart was an un 
necessary expense. He earned the green 
and was entitled to keep all of it. Since 
then Bundy has been on his own, sharing 
no close alliance with anyone, 

King 


however, 


‘ong recently met a most for 
midable adversary in the Russian giant, 
Nicoli Volkoff. Volkoff’s intention was 
‘elieve Bundy of the $15,000 he had 
red to any man who could body 


WRESTLING'S MAINEVENT 24 


slam him. Volkoff predicted, “1 will 
take money back to Russia. I will send 
to my mother to invest in Russian war 
bonds to build more missiles to keep 
peace. I gonna come there and | 
take your money away. I gonnae 
you like American Olympic 
Team.” Russia will not be building any 
Bundy’s money but 
Volkoft’s physical abilities did makean 
impression on King Kong. “I was im- 
pressed with Volkoff. He's big, strong, 


missiles wit 


any man I’ve ever wrestled. I thought 
for a minute that 
couldn't 


1¢ might do it but he 
But then he’s not the man 
Bundy is and I still have my 
000 t0 prove it.” 

Volkoff, for the moment, is no 
longera concern. The Warriorsand Mr. 


‘Bundy has Road Warrior Hawk squit 


ming in a Bear Hug. 


Ellering are the present problem to be 
dealt with. Separating Ellering from his, 
followers might make the task a little 
easier, Bundy is confident of his ability 
to put down Ellering alone or with an 
apt partner take care of the Warriors. 
But even with the most experienced of 
team-mates, the three of them together 
sent unseen dangers, The viciousness 
of Animal and Hawk coupled with their 

al contempt for the rules demands 
undivided attention from their op- 
ponents. Add Ellering’s outside in- 
terference which provides constant 
distractions and the situation becomes 
deadly 

Don’t count King Kong out though. 
Where there's a will—there’s a way and 
if the determination equals the stature 
of the man who possesses it, Bundy will 
have a final shoot-out with this trio. q 


; 


THE RAGING BULL 


bout the Raging Bull 
There's something signif- 
icant when he steps in the 
ring. It’s something that 
= his is for real.” The Bull 
ages his wayto vietory. To the idle per 
in the audience, the revelation be 
mes clear: There's no stopping him. 
eis stamping his way through. 


About Manny Fernandez 
Extraordinary person. His magic in 

ne ring is overpowering. His strength in 

scestling is difficult to grasp. It sur- 

asses that of other wrestlers. It is raw. 
s brutal. It is tough. 


Mexican Street Fight Match. 
Exciting, overwhelming, breathtak- 

g. One instantaneously wipes his arms 
brush off the blood. From in the ring 

© out—action, sweat—Manny’s on the 
He isa realist, He leaves no room for 
usions. He takes his agressive disposi- 
a into the ring with him and asserts it 
ere with his opponent. He maintains 
perspective: “I’m going to enjoy 
Sing I'm about to do to you.”* 
For a mere 4 years now Manny Fer- 
andez has wrestled professionally. You 
id not tell by watching him in the ring 

he is still a newcomer to the busi- 
s. He began his career in Amarillo, 
as and shortly thereafter, ventured to 
se Southwest Texas area. His career has 
nce taken him world wide where he has 
eld many titles some of which are the 
rida Heavyweight Championship, 
couthern Heavyweight Champion- 
ip, the Florida Tag Team titles, the 
cntral States Heavyweight, and the 
Southwest Heavyweight. Manny is now 
ck in the Southwest Wrestling area 
<i hopes to regain that titles once more. 


By Wanda L. Deagen 


However, his most immediate plans 
have to do with The Sheepherders and 
their Commonwealth Army. Before his 
return, their evil army was pretty much 
running the show. Things now are very 
different. The competition is at its peak. 
It is very even and intense. You cannot 
underestimate the power of Sheep- 
herders, Luke Williams, Buth Miller, 
and their mentor, Jon Boyd, but Man- 
ny’s arrival here again did stifle their 
progress immensely 

Under the guidance of Fernandez, the 
People's Army has now united and 
ranks such wrestlers as Bobby Jaggers, 
Al Perez, Scott Casey, newcomers Bob- 
by Fulton and Tony Falk, and many 
more up and coming stars. The fans are 
also a large part of the People's Army 


‘Sheepherder Butch Miller pounds a prone Manny Femandez 


and come to the matches armed with 
‘American flags and strong lungs to cheer 
“U.S.A.” all night long. As The Sheep- 
herders now have the World Tag Team 
belts, Manny would also liketo battle for 
those. Although he hosts no steady part- 
net, both Al Perez and Mil Mascaras 
have seemed most promising for a tag 
team combination. Itisto his credit that 
Manny works excellently both as a tag 
team member and as an individual. 
Manny takes his work very seriously. 
He says that he is two different people 
when inside the ring and out. Inside, it’s 
all business. He works for the peopleand 
gives one hundred percent. Outside the 
ring is different. Although he is very 
private about himself, he admits, "I like 
to have fun." And fun he has. An avid 
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A bloody Manny prepares to u 
his strap. 


rock and roll fan, he thoroughly enjoys 
‘music and dancing. He has a marvelous 
sense of humor and you can't help but 
enjoy his pleasant company. His peers 
speak very highly of him with tones of 
admiration and respect. 

Respect isa key word when you talk 
about Manny Fernandez. The fans 
know this and approach Manny a bit 
more carefully. They know his un- 
predictable nature for watching him in 
the ring. Itisn’t unusual for him to yell 
“No!” to a kid holding out a pen and 
picture, Then he'll break into a broad 
smile, grab the picture, sign it, and 
returnittothe little guy with aloving pat 
on the shoulder, Half of his fan appeal 
is that the people never know quite what 
toexpect. They can only appreciate his 
unusual wit and charm. They adore the 
magic he creates every time he steps in 
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Fernandez retaliates against 


the ring 

‘One look around the arena shows 
this, When Manny's in the ring faces 
are smiling. Why not? It is always so 
evident that heenjoys what he’s doing. 
The people enjoy it right along with 
him. Heis an energetic wrestler, full of 
life and excitement. Once in the ring, he 
Jeers at his opponent. A silent look that 
seems to be saying, “That's right 
sucker!” His overt confidence is very 
intimidating to his opponents, and very 
pleasing to the crowds. 

Put simply, the people here in the 
‘Southwest love Manny Fernandez. He 
has given them morethan they've hoped 
for and promises to keep delivering 
more and more. He takes his business 
very seriously. Heis very dedicate to his 
physical training and good health. He 
‘works hard for everything he hasand he 


Miller and works him over. 


doesn’t mind taking things onestep fur- 
ther than most wrestlers, This was de- 
monstrated recently in Odessa, Texas, 
The main event was Manny Fernandez 
and Butch Miller in a Mexican Street 
Fight Match. Thisisa particular type of 
match Manny has made famous, The 
wrestlers are allowed to wear street 
clothes and bring what they wish into 
the ring. This match allows the wrestlers 
to fight outside of the ring and any- 
where in the building. The Odessa 
crowd was nervously excited as they 
awaited the start of this match, 

Miller arrived wearing his usual tank 
top and army fatigues the New Zealand 
flag weaving proudly. Manny then en- 
tered to the music of Michael Jackson, 
wearing jeans, cowboy boots, a T-shirt, 
and bandana. The bell rang and both 
men took action, 


Fernandez clobbers Butch miller with a flagpol 


Miller smashes Manny with a hidden Foreign Object. 


It was an evenly fought match from 
start to finish, Only a few minutes had 
passed before both men were busted 
open and bloody. Quickly, the fight 
moved to the ring apron and then tothe 
floor. People anxiously 
their seats as Miller threw Manny into 
the crowd. Manny then grabbed a chair 
and thetwo men began battling with it 
‘Twice Manny slammed Miller's head 
into the timekeeper’s table leaving a 
pool of blood behind. Miller then at- 
tacked with the bell. Several times it 
seemed the wrestlers could go on no 
more, but each time they found the 
strength for one more blow. After a 
span of about twenty minutes, the fight 
resumed inside the ring. By this time, 
both men had used their belts, chairs, 
and other objects they happened across. 
Each wrestler had been bleeding pro- 


joved out of 


fusely, butin the end it was Manny who 
managed the strength to make the pin 

Manny Fernandez is a very abrupt 
person. The answers he gave to my 
questions were simpleand to the point. 
1 asked if his wrestling had become 
more brutal through the years and he 
answered, “It’s become more inten- 
sified. I've had to be brutal. .. people 
are always trying to get rid of me. The 
Sheepherders figured if they can get rid 
‘of me they'll weaken up everybody.""I 
then asked what he thought was the 
most devastating thing about him. He 
answered, “Me? Just me myself. Every 
thing l know how to do."" The last thin 
1 asked was the old question: “How 
does Manny Fernandez want to be re- 
membered in wrestling?”” Very simple 
was the answer: “As one of the best.”” 

Tlearned very little I didn’t already 


Fernandez chokes the Sheepherder with the strap. 


know, So it seems the “Raging Bull" 
title has been with him since he was a 
kid. Explains Manny, “I was always 
fighting. I grew up fighting in the streets 
and I got that name because I never quit 
fighting.” This has always been true. 


About The Raging Bull 

One of the top wrestlers in the 
business. . .can’t be stopped... .is here 
tostay 


About Manny Fernandez. 

“Why you want to do a story on 
me?” he asked. “Go find yourself a 
superstar like Hulk Hogan to doa story 
on. 

No, doing story on Hogan wouldn't 
bebad, but when it comes o superstar 
Tilbethe judge of whois and who isn’t 

And me? Idon’twriteabout anything 
but the best, o 
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Billy Jack 


Superstar of the Eighties 


Protos by Buono 


‘The irrepressible Billy Jack has Nagasaki begging for 
mercy. 


restling’s Superstar of 
the Eighties”. That's 
the tag that has been 
placed on the sensation 
al Billy Jack and it's quite possible that 
the big, muscular man from Portland, 
Oregon just may become the biggest 
superstar in all the land. “It’s great 
wrestling in Florida,” Billy Jack said 
after another victory. “I've always 
heard that they have top notch wrestlers 
here and now I'm learning it first hand, 
This is actually the first time I've ever 
wrestled in the states anywhere other 
than the Pacific Northwest and I really 
didn’t know how the fans would react to 
me, Well, I'm proud to say that they 
have been behind me 100% and I owea 
great deal of my success to them.”” 

Billy Jack began in his professional 
ceareer in his home town of Portland, 
Oregon under the watchful eye of pro 
moter Don Owens, The minute Owens 
laid his eyes on the muscular physique of 
Billy Jack he knew he was looking at 
someone special, But could the man 
‘wrestle? Billy Jack has supplied the 
answer. “I was always very athletic as a 
kid but 1 never really had any formal 
wrestling training," Billy Jack con 
fessed, '*Mr, Owens worked with me in 
the beginning and then sent me to 
Calgary to train with Stu Hart. Mr. Hart 
Really worked me over. Even after all 
physical training that I had been used to, 
wrestling was so much harder. But 1 
stuck it out. Hey I’ve always enjoyed the 
sport but I just never figured that 1 
would ever be in it one day. And when 
the chances came to make it I gave it 
everything I had.”* 

Billy did indeed make it and in fact 
learned his lessons very well. Ina matter 
of months after turning professional Bil 
ly Jack had challenged for the top spot 
and that's where he has remained to this 
day. My first real feud was with Rip 
Oliver,” Billy Jack recalled. “We went 
fat it all over the Northwest and finally 
afterall was said and done I came out on 
top. But don’t think for a second that 
I've forgotten Rip Oliver. 1 never will 
after the way he tried to embarrass me 
when { first started out. If there is one 
‘man that { will chase for the rest of my 
life tis Rip Oliver."” 

‘After wrestling professionally for a 
little over a year Billy Jack captured his 
first ite when he defeated the Dynamite 
Kid for the Pacific Northwest Heavy. 
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‘Nagasaki presses the attack wi 


‘weight championship. “The Dynamite 
Kid is a superb wrestler,” Billy Jack ad- 
mits. “*He knows all the ins and outs of 
the sport and he gave me quite a bit of 
trouble. But I was able to survive and 
eventually won the Northwest title. 
Alter winning the title Billy Jack stayed 
in the Pacific Northwest for several 
more months in which time as the 
number one contendor he wrestled Ric 
Flair for the NWA World's title. To 
everyones surprise the sensational Billy 


The Black Ninja tears at a pressure 


@ chop to the neck, 


in Billy Jack's neck, 


Jack nearly upset the more experienced 
champion to win the crown. “That first 
match against Flair was something,"” 
Billy Jack recalled. “He's a tremendous 
wrestler and knows so much about the 
sport. I love to watch him because ever 
time I do learn.a new move, a new tricl 
a new maneuver to use in the ring. The 
only way you can learn is by watching 
and studying the best and in my mind 
Ric Flair is tops. 
While stil Pacific Northwest champ- 


Kendo Nagasaki has Billy Jack doubled over with an illegal 
Karate Chop. 


Body Slams the Black Ninja. 


Billy Jack 


Billy Jack and Kendo Nag 


8 


Billy Jack clamps a Side headlock on the One Man Gang. 


jon Billy Jack traveled to Florida tolearn 
more about the sport. Billy Jack 
originally planned to spend only two 
weeks in the Sunshine State to learn 
several new holds and maneuvers that he 


could bring back with him to the North. 
‘west but that two week stay is now enter- 
ing the sixth month and Billy Jack aj 
pears to have become a permanent 
ture on Championship Wrestling from 


Florida. “That's true,"* Billy 


related, 


Jack 


originally came to Florida to 


learn some new techniques and soak up 
the rays. You know, it gets awfully cold 
up there in the Northwest, But things 
happened that changed my mind and my 
plans and I've got toadmit that I'm hap: 


py they did. I" 


c always wanted to meet 


the American Dream after hearing so 
much about him and when I saw all the 
trouble he was having with Kevin 
Sullivan, Karma, Ron Bass, Black Bart 
and the One Man Gang I decided to give 
him my full support. Dusty Rhodes has 
always meant a lot to me even through I 
never knew him and when we met 1 


learned first hand what I knewal 


ne, 


that’s he's a hell of man. I'm proud to 
call Dusty my friend and I'lldo anything 


Tan 
Sine 


o help him. 


ving in the Sunshine State 


Billy Jack has waged war against Black 
Bart, the One Man Gang, Ron Bass as 
well as Kevin Sullivan's evil cohorts, 
Kharma and Buzz Sawyer. But the man 


th 


as given the muscular Billy 


ck 


he most problems has been the villain. 
ous Kendo Nagasaki, These two have 
all over the Sunshine State and 
patch has been a war. "I don't 


battle 


know how to describe Ni 


sasaki 


Billy 


Jack fumed, ‘*He's ina class by himself 
He's got so many tricks up his sleeve that 
‘you just never know what to expect next 


him, In fact. he could be-a good 


wrestler when he wants to but he likes to 
use that Oriental knowledge instead and 


Billy J 


ld be very dangerous,"” 


has faced Nagasaki insidea 


cage, with taped fists, with chains aswell 
asin Lumberjack battles and each match 
has been wilder than the one before. In 
each instance Nagasaki has been able to 


Finally 


out and Billy Jack captured the 


Heavyweight belt 


in his Florida Heavyweight tile 


. however, Nagasaki's luck ran 


Florida 
That was a real big 


day for me," Billy Jack happily recalled. 
“L've been trying to win the Florida belt 
for a long time and finally it's mine, 


Kendo Nagasak 


will never get it back 


from me now. I've dedicated the title to 


the 


Je for without their help and 


support I wouldn’t have been ableto win 


it 


Billy Jack is a very personable young 
man, He's a dedicated, hard working 
professional and a true credit to the 


wrest 


rofession. With his outstand 


ing ability Billy Jack should become one 
of the top superstars of the eighties. 
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The Ultimate Triumph of 
Mark Youngblood and 
Wahoo McDaniel 


lhe Charlotte Coliseum was 

the sight of a major wres- 

tling upset when young Mark 
Youngblood and ring 

veteran Wahoo McDaniel defeated Bob 
Orton Jr.and Don Kernoodle to win the 
NWA World’s tag team championship. 
Atter joining forces several months 
ago the Indians proved to be a phen- 
‘omenal combination. They possess all 
of the ingredients necessary foracham- 
pionship team. They are quick, agile, 
fierce and rugged, and besides these two 
Indians really know how to wrestle. In 
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by John Arizzi 
matter of months Youngblood and 
Wahoo had moved themselves into the 
number one contender position forthe 
NWA World’s tag team championship 
held by the hated duo of Bob Orton and 
Don Kernoodle. The tremendous suc- 
cess enjoyed by the Indian duo really 
worried the champions. In fact, Orton 
and Kernoodle along with their 
manager Gary Hart simply refused to 
Put the World's tag team championship 


on the line against Youngblood and 
McDaniel 

“They stink," Orton blared. “The 
only matches they've won havecomeon 
fluke victories. They are no match for 
us and we don’t see any reason to give 
them a title bout. If they show us 
anything in another six months or so, 
we might consider wrestling them but 
now forget it!"” 

Manager Hart agreed with Orton. 
“Granted, the two redskins may have 
chalked upa couple of victories against 
Jackluster opponents but that doesn’t 


i 


‘warrant them amatch against my cham- 
pions. The team of McDaniel and baby 
Youngblood have a long way to 20 
before they prove tousthat they deserve 
a Worlds title bout.”” 

The only people who felt this way, 
however, were Gary Hart and his cham- 
pions. Finally as Youngblood and 
MeDaniet’s winning streak continued 
the NWA officials demanded that a 
bout be signed pitting the number one 
contenders against the champions, Or- 
ton and Kernoodle. After a heated 
debate it was finally agreed that the 
match would take place between the two 
teams but it would not be for the tile. 
“If there is any way that this match is to 
take place 1 insist that it be a non-title 
bout and on TY, besides!” Hart blared 
“McDaniel and Youngblood do not 
deserve this match and when we get 


through with them they'll regret even 
trying to mess with me and my 
champions. 


MeDaniel, speaking for his team, had 
a different view. ‘I'm very proud and 
happy that Mark and I have ach 
much success, in so little time, 
ed McDaniel, “And I'm not disap- 
pointed that this match with the cham- 
pions is a non title bout. We will beat 
them, and then attain a title match, 
where we will capture the gold.” 

The TV non-title encounter was a 
wild and wooly affair, attended by a 
standing room only crowd with 
thousands more watching at home. It 
was clear in the early moment that the 
champions, Orton and Kernoodle were 
outmatched by the young and faster 
Youngblood, and the more experienced 
MeDaniel. It was the chemistry of the 
Indian duo which would not deny them 
inthisbout. Aftera very short period of 
time, Kernoodle and Orton were beaten 
much to the delight of the crowd. 

After this stunning TV upset, a 
World's tag team title bout was booked 
for the Charlotte Coliseum the follow- 
ing week. The short length of time in 
between bouts infuriated the cham- 
pions. “One week, one lousy week, that 
isnot enough time to train properly for 
match of this importance,” screamed 
Kernoodle, 

A different opinion was expressed by 
the Youngblood-McDaniel camp, “I'm 
happyit’s just a week away,”” exclaim- 
ed Youngblood. “Wahoo and I are on 


Road Warrior, Ar 


aroll brother, and weare going toc 
the momentum into the ring and get the 
gold."” 

“On the night of the encounter both 
teams were nervous, but Mark Young- 
blood was extremely edgy. His partner, 
Wahoo, was being delayed by a late 
flight, and there was no assurance that 
he would even make it to the arena on 
time. Mark’s brother, Jay, however 
comforted his brother and agreed to 
team with him, in the event that 
McDaniel didn’t show up on time. 
Match after match passed on the card, 
when finally Wahoo entered the arena 
“Just in time brother,” smiled Mark to 
his partner. 

The chee 


that met Mark and 


al is about to fling Wahoo into the rope: 


Wahoo as they entered the ring were 
Jong and loud. They immediately went 
after the champions with a flourish. 
Mark started the match against Orton 
and immediately came out and drop- 
kicked the stunned cowboy. Both teams 
moved fast, and tag outs were frequent, 
The champions took the advantage 
when they double teamed Wahoo, cut- 
ting him up. And, although they weak- 
ened him, the big Indian would not 
concede. 

Ater several minutes Wahoo finally 
managed to tag his partner and as soon 
as he did Mark flew into the ring and 
battered Kernoodle, The two were real- 
ly mixing it up when referer Tommy 
Young got in the way. A Kernoodle 
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Mark Youngblood consoles a beaten and bloody Wahoo. 
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‘Wahoo smashes Cowboy Bob Orton with a Tomahawk Chop. 


smash flattened the referee. Seeing his 
opportunity Bob Orton ran into the ring 
and kicked Youngblood. Wahoo then 
toreinto the ring where he proceeded to 
hurl Orton out, Now the arena wasin an 
uproar. As Wahoo and Orton battled 
on the outside of the ring Mark Young- 
blood went to work on Kernoodle, 
Finally Mark cradled Kernoodle as the 
referee regained his senses. Tommy 
‘Young counted and at the count of three 
Mark Youngblood and Wahoo Me- 
Daniel were the new NWA World’s tag 
team champions. The crowd roared 
their approval as the belts were held 
high in theair by thenew champions. As 
Wahoo and Youngblood exited the 
ring, the bewildered ex-champions were 
left standing, witha stunned Gary Hart 
at their side, 

This victory means so much to 
me!" beamed a jubilant Mark Young- 
blood ‘Wahoo told me we could do it 
and we did. This is the happiest day in 
my life!” 

Meanwhile the bewildered Gary Hart 
was already readying his next plan of at 
tack. “They may have those belts to 
but they won't have them for long. 

Unfortunately Gary Hart's predic- 
tion was right on the money. Severa 
weeks after capturing the title the In- 
dians lost their World’s belts to former 
champions Jack and Jerry Brisco in a 
wild battle in Greenville, The loss was a 
big blow for Wahoo and Youngblood 
but the Indians feel that things will work 
out. ““Those belts means a lot to me,"* 
confided Mark Youngblood. “Wahoo 
and I worked very hard to get them, and 
now we're gonna work even harder to 
get them back. Don’t forget that my 
brother Jay also has quite a bit of hatred 
for those Briscos too. I will also be 
teaming with him whenever possible to 
regain the gold. Thisis my dream and I 
know that someday soon I'll be wearing 
the NWA World’ tag team belts once 
again.” 

Mark Youngblood and Wahoo 
McDaniel are an exceptional tag team 
and in the next several months the In- 
dians will do everything in their power 
totryand regain the NWA World's tag 
team belts. With their incredible team- 
work and uniqueapproach to the sport 
the Indians have an excellent chance of 
someday toppling the Briscos and 
regaining the number one position on 
the tag team scene. a 


Ricky Steamboat Returns 
To Confront Flair 


n January 1984 after a very suc 
popular Rick 

Steamboat decided he had 

enough. At the time Steamboat 
felt that he had accomplished everything 
that he had set out to do when he 
originally entered the wrestling profes- 
sion. Everything that is, except win the 
NWA World’s Heavyweight title, Sure- 
ly this had been Steamboat’s ultimate 


cessful career 
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‘Steamboat felt his 
prestigious title had passed him by. It’s 
not that Steamboat felt that Flair was the 
better wrestler but only his feelin 
toward Flair and the title had changed in 


recent years. In fact several years ago 
Steamboat and Flair were bitter 
als had battled 


the outcome of these battles changing 
match after match. But that was in the 
past. Eventually Steamboat and 
patched up their differences and beca 
the best of friends. All through Flait’s 
reign as champion his staunc 


porter was Steamboat, When Ric Flair 
lost the Worlds ttle Ricky Steamboat 
was the person whom he turned to for 
guidance. After losing the belt Flair 
felt defeated and in fact even con- 
templated retiring himself. But Steam- 
boat talked him out ofitand encouraged 
him to go after the World's ttle again. 
During this period of time Steamboat 
constantly trained with his friend and 
pushed him on towards his goal. When 
Ric Flair finally regained the World’s 
belt in November, 1983 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, Steamboat was there 
and ran to the ring to help place the 

ampionship belt around his friend’s 
waist, After Flair publically stated, “I 
want to thank everyone who has sup- 
ported me over the years but this cham- 
pionship would not have been possibl 
without the help of my friend, Riel 
Steamboat 

Inthe dressing roomafter the Wotld’s 
championship bout Steamboat was just 
as elated as Flair. He had just captured 
the NWA World's tag team champion: 
ship forthe fith time, this time with close 
friend Jay Youngblood and things 
couldn't have been better. But in his 
heart Ricky Steamboat felt he had pro 
aressed as far as he could. A short time 

fier Ricky Steamboat announced that 

he was going to retire from the sport and 
devote his fulltime and energy towards 
his new gym in Charlotte. Hearing this 
news Steamboat's fans were broken 
hearted, How could he do this they won 
dered? But when Steamboat expressed 
his reasons, the fans although disap- 
pointed understood. In January 1984 
Steamboat called it quits and opened his 
gym. “This is just what T've always 
wanted," Steamboat said at his grand 
opening. “Wrestling has been good to 
me but the time has come to move to 
something new. I've held the US title, 
the Mid Atlantic tite, the World’s tag 
team title and there was simply nothing 
else left for me to accomplish. It would 
have been great to win the World’s 
championship but that ttle isin excellent 
hands now. So it's time to get out while 
I'm still on top.”” 

No one wanted to believe that Ricky 
Steamboat had wrestled his last mat 
but Steamboat was persistent. He re- 
fused offers to come out of retirement 
stating that he saw no futureinit. Finally 
Mr. Jim Crockett approached Steam- 
boat with an open contra 


‘Steamboat clamps down on an exhausted Flair's leg. 


Challenger Steamboat and still champ Flair shake hands after the grueling match. 


‘Steamboat hits the concrete floor courtesy of Ric Flair. 


Si WREST! 


‘Steamboat seoms to be winning the test of strength. 


‘Steamboat has Flair trapped in a painful Side Headlock. 
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Flair's Sleeper Hold seems to have gotten the best of Ricky. 


Flair may be down but not out as he re 


ins his championship. 


Flair for a match in the Greensboro Col- 
iseum. Mr. Crockett asked Steamboat 
to reconsider, offering the chance at the 
NWA World’s belt as bait. After much 
deliberation Steamboat put his name on 
the dotted line to wrestle his friend Ric 
Flair for the World’ ttle, “It wasa very 
hard decision,”’ Steamboat saidafter the 
signing. “But the man who pushed me 
into it was Ric Flair. He reminded me 
what [had told him when he wanted to 
retire and he was right, I may not beable 
to live with myself several years from 
now if [don’t give myself the opportuni- 
ty to wrestle for the World's belt today."" 


A capacity crowd was on hand in the 
Greensboro Coliseum towitness the bat- 
tle between Ric Flair and Ricky Steam- 
boat for the NWA World’s heavyweight 
litle, The match was a classic battle be- 
tween two of the greats in the sport 
After shaking hands thetwo men battled 
for sixty thrilling minutes. Their battle 
was a fantastic display of wrestling 
holds, counter holds, take downs and 
submissions. During the course of the 
battle both men wrestled rough but 
neither deliberately tried to maime the 
other. The tide swung back and forth be- 
tween Flair and Steamboat throughout 
the entire match with neither man hav- 
ing the advantage over the other, As the 
sixty minute time limit mark rapidly 
approached Steamboat in a last ditch 
effort to win the title clamped the figure 
four leg lock on Flair, Flair squirmed 
for several minutes and finally the bell 
rang. Hearing the bell many people were 
uncertain what had happened, But 
Steamboat knew; the time simply had 
run out. After the bell Steamboat re- 
leased his hold, went over to Flair and 
shook his hand. 

One of the greatest matches ever, end- 
ed the way it had begun with both men 
shaking hands. There wasno screaming, 
no ranting and raving, no wild accusa- 
tions at the match’s conclusion, simply 
a hand shake, The two men walked in as 
champions and left he same way. After 
this you had to feel that Ricky Steam- 
boat deserves another chance atthe ttle. 
He's simply too good to let his tremen- 
dous talents go to waste, Someday 
someone will defeat Ric Flair for the 
World’s title. It’s inevitable, When this 
happens if Ricky Steamboat stays in 
contention he would be in an excellent 
Position to capture the gold and finally 
see his dream come true, o 
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OUT OF THE RING 


WFIA CONVENTION 
IN MEMPHIS 


his summer from Aug. 17 un- 

til Aug. 20 the Wrestling Fans 

International Association will 

hold its annual convention in 
Memphis, Tennessee. The weekend af- 
fair will be devoted to the great sport of 
professional wrestling and many of the 
stars currently wrestling in Memphis are 
expected to be on hand during the three 
day festivities. Everyone attending the 
convention will get to see a Memphis 
television taping as well asa spectacular 
card in the Coliseum on Monday even- 
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Lawler addresses the fans after receiving his award. 


By George Napolitano 


ing. The convention will be highlighted 
by the awards banquet at which time 
various awards will be presented to the 
stars of this great sport. Besides the 
matches and the awards banquet the 
WFIA commitice has planned a full 
weekend of activities. 

In the past WFIA conventions have 
always provided a great deal of fun and 
excitement and this one should beno dif- 


Jerry Lawler and Tom Pritchard hold their plaques after 
receiving them at the 83 cinvention. 


ferent. Anyone desiring additional in- 
formation on the convention or the 
WFIA in general should senda stamped, 
self addressed envelope to: 
WEIA 
P.O. Box 3632 
Norlandy Branch 
Miami, FL. 33269 
Ifyou truly enjoy the sport of profession 
wrestling and are looking for a fun filled 
wrestling weekend this summer, make it 
2 point to go to Memphis, Tenn. from 
Aug. 17 until Aug. 20, a 


Mulligan has Bockwinkel grimacing in pain in a Side Headlock. 
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trap which they would be unable to 
escape from, 

These incredible events had a neza- 
tive effect on the Champion as well as 
his manager. Bockwinkel now faced the 
challenge of two men instead of just one 
former ally who wanted his belt. These 
thoughts were on his mind when he 
traveled to Japan to defend his title 
which he lost to Jumbo Tsuruta just 2 
few weeks before a series of matches 


‘Mulligan prepares for battle. 


against Mulligan and Lanza. 
Following this title change Bock- 
winkel had some interesting comments 
about the loss. He blamed AWA Presi 
dent Stanley Blackburn for changing 


therules of the bout which allowed at 
tlechange on a countout or disqualifica- 
tion. Healso blamed referee Terry Funk 
of being partial to Tsurutaand involved 


with Blackburn, Lanza 
He said that since 


in aconspira 
and Mullig 


Mulligan and Funk are friends that they 
set him up along with fellow Texan 
Blackburnso that he would leave Japan 
without the title. 

Mulligan laughed off Bockwinkel’s 
accusations and said that the title loss 
didn’t change anything involving their 
feud. This angercame toa head recently 
in Milwaukee where the two foes met in 
singles match, Bockwinkel was aided 
by Hennan while Lanza was forbidden 
to stay because he did not have a 
‘manager's license. 

The match started out with Bock- 
winkel taking the offensive as he tried to 
dispose of Mulligan quickly with his 
favorite hold, the Oriental Sleeper, 
Mulligan quickly broke the hold and 
turned the match around by pummel- 
ling Bockwinkel with punches, kicks 
and his “fencepost”” maneuver. The 
match was in Mulligan’s favor and 
looked as if he had another victory un- 
tilhe tried to slam Bockwinkel and ac- 
cidentally knocked the referee down, 


who was standing at 
ide, loaded a towel with a foreign 
object and came off the top rope strik- 
ing Mulligan in the head and sending the 
6'7" 320 pounder to the canvas. Bock- 
winkel quickly climbed on Mulligan and 
was declared the winner when the 
counted Mulligan’s shoulders 
on themat. This angered Mulliganas he 
threw Bockwinkel over the top rope and 
took off after Heenan with the help of 
his partner Blackjack Lanza, who came 
to ringside following the accident with 
the refere 

Mulligan took delight in finally get~ 
ting his hands on Heenan and made the 
most of the situation by tossing him 
about in the ring before throwing him 
ut into the waiting arms of Bockwin- 
kel. Both manager and wrestler made a 
hasty retreat to the locker room while 
the sellout crowd cheered in approval. 

Even though the Blackjacks are being 
mentioned as possible contenders for 
the AWA Tag Team Championship 
their battles with Heenan and Bock- 
winkel are far from over. Bockwinkel 
has tated that his first priority is regain~ 
ing his ttle and his second task staking 
care of Mulligan. Bockwinkel better be 
totally prepared for this encounter 
because, knowing Mulligan and his past 
history, he is always ready for a 
challenge and usually comes out on top 
in the long run. ° 
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MATCH OF THE MONTH 


_Jake Roberts vs. Ronnie Garvin 


Ba 


jore, Maryland. 


Garvin gets off the concrete floor after being tossed thereby Roberts. 


lhe Baltimore Civic Center 

was recently the sight of a 

tremendous night of action 

‘as close to 9,000 wrestling en- 
thusiasts turned out to see the stars of 
World Championship Wrestling battle 
it out in Baltimore. Promoter Gary 
Suster has been doing an excellent job in 
bringing the stars of the WCW to 
Maryland and the fans who have sup- 
ported the promotion have been treated 
to an outstanding array of talent. On 
the most recent card highlighted by an 
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NWA World championship showdown 


between ir and former NWA 
champion Jack Brisco we also witnessed 
a National Tag team battle involving the 
champion Road Warriors against 
Wahoo McDaniel and King Kor 
Bundy. The fans were also treated toa 
World Television showdown between 
champion Jake ““The Snake” Roberts 
and former champion Ronnie Garvin. 
Roberts originally captured the Warld’s 


TV title in the Omni from Garvin in 
‘November and since this he has been a 
thorn in the side of every wrestler t 
vade the WCW. But at this time 
Roberts’ most persistent challenger has 
been the rugged Garvin. 

Finally after a four month wait Gar- 
vin caught up with the Snake 
Baltimore and defeated hisarch rival in 
a wild bout to regain the prestigious 
World’s Television title. Highlights of 
this bout have been captured in the 
ages of Wrestling’s Main Event. 0 


ro 


Garvin clamps a Scissors hold as Roberts attempts to pin, 


The Snake tries unsuccessfully for the pin. 
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18 Garvin in pain from an Arm Twist 


Garvin smashes Roberts with a chai 


Become A Professional Wrestier... 
“This One Has tt All!" 


BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #832, New York, NY 10018 
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ry 
Garvin goes berserk and bites Robert's nose. 


‘A bloody Ron Garvin attempts to pin Jake “the Snake” Roberts 
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1 and biSaly Ron Garvin holds up his TV title belt 
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Hector and 


Chavo Guerrero: 
Red Hot Mexican Stars 


jearing the sombreros 

and_ bandoleros 

proclaim their Mexic: 

heritage, brothers Hi 
tor and Chavo Guerrero recen 
stunned a TV audience in Tampa by 
hurling apot full of piping hot Mexican 
chili sauce into the eyes of 
Windham. 

“Windham finally turned the ri 
color,” sneered Chavo Guerrero as 
Windham tore at his eyes in pain. “He's 
‘redneck through and through, and 
now he really looks like it. 

‘The chili sauce incident is the latestin 
vicious feud between the controversial 
Guerrero brothers and Windham, the 
current holder of the U.S. Tag Team Ti- 
tle along with partner Mike Rotundo. 
Florida fan: still trying 
to adjust to the dramatic changes in the 
‘once popillar Mexican stars. 

‘A fierce pride in their Mexican 
heritage seems to be one factor in the 
Guerrero's new, almost militant agares- 
siveness. The example set by their 
father, famed wrestler Gory Guerrero, 
is another. 

“My Dad was one of the meanest, 
baddest dudes in Mexico,” ishow Hee 
tor Guerrero described his father 
Maybe, considering some of the 
changes that have come over the Guer- 
reros recently, that explains a few 
things. 

Until a few months ago, Hector 
Guerrero, who was the first of the 
brothers to come to Florida, was among 
the most “law abiding” of wrestlers, 
popular with the fans, respected by 
other wrestlers. 

‘All that changed when manager Jim 
Holiday began appearing at ringside 


by Lucy Taylor 


during Gulerrero’s matches, flashing a 
’ck fan of hundred dollar bills and 
ing Guerrero to talk business. 
‘Gentleman”” Jim Holiday, who has 
also managed such feared wrestlers as 
theawesome Zabuie Express, isnot ex- 
actly known for his gentlemanly ways, 
Whenever he appeared at ringside, the 
fans booed Holiday loudly, pleading 
with Guerrero not to take the money 
“There are other things besides money, 
Hector,” fans shouted. Hector Guer: 
rero didn’t see it that way 
“Anybody who talks more bucks to 
you gets your attention,” said Hector. 
“+Texpected the fans to react as they did 
They've never really supported me 
anyhow, though, so why should Ihave 
to make less bucks because of them?"* 
Headded that it wasironicthat some 
fans are calling him a traitor when he 


‘Chavo punches the mighty inoue. 


sees it the other way around. ‘They 
cheered me, and now they boo me. So 
who's the traitor?” 

AtChristmas, Hector returned to his 
home in El Paso, Texas, to spend time 
with his family. How did they react to 
the turnabout in his wrestling style? 

‘My father gave me a long stare in 
the face, ahard look, then strongem- 
braceand asmile. He knew where | was 
coming from. My brother Chavo, he 
had.a gleam in hiseye. I think he envied 
me then, 

Not long after that, Jim Holiday liv 
ed up to his promise to make Hector the 
Florida Champion. That title was won 
from Mike Graham, another man who 
comes from an illustrious wrestling 
family. The similarity doesn't stop 
there, though. Guerrero said that, in 
their primes, his father and Mike's 
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Official Ratings 


Ric Flalr Hulk Hogan Jumbo Tsuruta Carlos Colon 


1. Harley Race 
2. Dusty Rhodes 
3, Rick Martel 
4. NickBockwinkel . 


NWA World's Champion: Ric Flair, 240 Ibs. 

WWF Heavyweight Champion: Hulk Hogan, 285 Ibs. 
AWA Champion: Jumbo Tsuruta, 235 Ibs. 

Universal Champion: Carlos Colon, 250 Ibs. 


260lbs. Kansas City, Mo. 
pear aan oe kiats 265|bs. Austin, Texas 
swt g Bay ---230Ibs, Quebec, Can. 
2351bs. St. Louis,Mo. 


5. Kerry VonErich... . Bag 3 Sa +++. +,235Ibs. Denton, Texas 


6. Barry Windham. . 
7. Junk Yard Dog 
8, Bruiser Brody 

9. Greg Valentine . 
10. Bob Backlund . . 
11. Billy Jack 
12. DickSlater ...... 
13. Mike Rotundo . ... 
14. Brad Armstrong 
15.Tito Santana .. 
16. Sgt-Slaughter . . 
17. Kevin Von Erich . 
18. Paul Omdorif .. 
19. JerryLawler....... 
20. Hacksaw Butch Reed 


235|bs. Sweatwater, Texas 
+++++,2601bs. Denton, Texas 
-+-280Ibs, San Antonio, Texas 

...240Ibs. Tacoma, Wash. 
-225lbs. Irvington, Minn, 
.2601bs. Portland, Ore, 
<--280Ibs. Tampa, Fla. 
230Ibs. Syracuse, NY. 
-240Ibs. Pensacola, Fla. 
235lbs. Mexico City, Mexico 
-300Ibs. Paris island, S. Carolina 
-230Ibs. Denton, Texas 
.235lbs. Tampa, Fla. 
235|bs. Memphis, Tenn. 
-260Ibs. NewOrleans,La. 


WRESTLING’S 
Presents 
DUSTY VS. 
KEVIN SULLIVAN 


